CONRADS 

1750 - 1986 



The Color Green represents life. 
The Oak leaf represents strength. 
The Acorns represent pro-creation. 
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CONRAD FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS 

by 

Corliss DEWEY CONRAD 

RELIGION 

The family has always been predominantly identified with the Protestant Christian 
faith and in particular with the Presbyterian sect of that faith. The CONRAD name 
appears on the lists of charter members of numerous churches in Southeast Missouri. 
David Rudolph CONRAD, Sally CONRAD, and Rebecca CONRAD were listed as 
charter members when the Whitewater Presbyterian Church was organized on the 
bank of Big Whitewater Creek near Heitman's Mill in 1832. One or more CONRADs 
have served as elders or officers in some capacity at the church in every generation 
since it was organized. Meetings of the church were first held in the home of Moses 
BOLLINGER, father of Mary (BOLLINGER) CONRAD, and later worship services were 
conducted in an old whiskey still house on the BOLLINGER farm. 

Finally, by united efforts of the congregation, a meeting house built of logs, was 
erected and dedicated to the service of God in 1842. The building site was on a 
five-acre tract of land which had originally been donated for that purpose by David R. 
CONRAD in 1834. Numerous members of the CONRAD family are buried in the 
cemetary adjacent to the present church building. 

The Whitewater Church served as a nucleus for the other Presbyterian churches in 
the area at Alliance, Sedgewickville, Marble Hill, Patton, and Cornwall. The land for 
the building site at Alliance was donated by John Calvin and Medora (NUGENT) 
CONRAD and the CONRAD name is found among charter member lists and/or 
membership rolls of the churches at Marble Hill and Patton. In addition, the original 
church at Whitewater produced several well known ministers, four of whom bore the 
CONRAD name. They were Jacob Elihu CONRAD, the son of Peter and Sarah 
(ABERNATHY) CONARD, Doctor Arcturus Zobiac CONRAD and Reverend William O. 
CONRAD, sons of Jacob Elihu and Margaret (SLAGEL) CONRAD, and Chauncy E. 
CONRAD, son of John I. and Josephine (BARKS) CONRAD. 

POLITICS 

The CONRAD family has generally been known for its conservatism in life style, 
business and politics. Members of the earlier generations are believed to have been 
supporters of the Hamiltonian ideas relative to a strong central government and a 
stable monetary system. Later they became affiliated with the Whig party, and being 
strong Unionists and generally anti-slavery, they were followers of Lincoln. Most of 
the family became affiliated with the Republican party when it was formed prior to 
the Civil War. 

During the Reconstruction period following the close of the war, David Rudolph 
CONRAD was elected to the Missouri State Senate for two terms as a member of the 
so-called "Radical Wing" of the Republican party which advocated a hard line in 
dealing with the "Secessionist" southern states and their sympathizers in Missouri. 
Years later many members of the family became followers of Teddy Roosevelt and 
supported his "Bull Moose" party in the 1912 Presidential Campaign. 

With a background and family history it is not surprising that the majority of the 
present day generation of the CONRAD family is conservatively oriented. In fact, 
most are affiliated with the Republican Party and are strong supporters of so-called 
"right-wing" causes and political candidates. 

Members of the family are frequently identified as active leaders in community 
affairs, schools, roads, churches, etc., and some have been elected to state and 
county political offices. In pre-prohibition days many distaff members of the family 
were very active in the temperance cause, organizing W.C.T.U. Chapters in the local 
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areas and working in the canrpaign for adoption of the 18th Anrendment to the UnH 
States Constitution. 

BUSINESS & PERSONAL MATTERS 

AS with rnost ot^r t^nTHr*h “ engageT in^IrnrTnV"and^ 

'descl^d'antririollow that vocation. «he. of the foHowi^g genera.i^ans began_ 

branch out into activit,esand/or^^^^^^^^^^^ Le U industrio. 

:eTs:p^"^'ing and independent, gene^ cautiou^ 

::i^'''hrstrr:rdfo?°c".::^^ fraSd, or bankruptcy involving CONRAD fanrl 

niernbers since they arrwed m^ ^‘^ong-minded and stubb 

indiv^is^Tt^f 
Century the CONRAD family is strong and secure. 

SUMMARY 
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whitewateR 

pResByteRian 

chuRCh 

SeftcjewickviUe, missouRi 
BoUmqeR County 


THE CONRAD FAMILY REUNIONS 
are held here 

on the fourth Sunday in June 
1986 marked the 52nd consecutive reunion 
two CONRAD descendents are known to have been present at all 52 

they are; 

David Dean CONRAD and State Representative Frank ELLIS 
CONRAD Reunion Secretary 
Shirley SAMPLE YOUNG 
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WHITEWATER CHURCH GROUP 

(First row) Mrs. Eliliu Miller, William Conrad, Elizabeth Miller, Grandma 
Bollinger (Francis), Grany Fanny Murray, Amanda Johnson, Belle Miller; 
(Second row) Elihu Miller, Nelson Leonard, Mrs. Nelson Leonard, Elizabeth 
Conrad, Jacob Conrad (pastor), William Wills, Marion Conrad, Helen Conrad 
and Bill, Peter G. (Doc) Conrad and Etta, John Miller, Abraham Johnson; 
(Third row, standing in door) Peter R, Conrad. 


chARteR memoeRS 

Matthias Bollinger 

Sally Statler 

Peter Statler 

Elizabeth Bollinger 

David Coonrod (Conrad) 

Peter Grounds 

Moses Bollinger 

Pegga Grounds 

Mary Statler 

Sophia Whybark 

Sally Yount 

Sophia Yount 

Polly Bollinger 

Sally Coonrod (Conrad) 

Rebecca Coonrod (Conrad) 

Pegga Bollinger 
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Whitewater Presbyterian Church is the oldest Presbyterian Church west of the 
Mississippi River to have had continuous services since it was organized. Even though 
the church was without a pastor at various times, the congregation met on the 
appointed Sundays and conducted services, complete with a speaker, until a new 
minister was called. 



THE ORIGINAL LOG CHURCH 

Information on the back of this old photograph reads: "A view of the Whitewater 
Presbyterian Church, built in the year 1842. Organized June 24, 1832 by the Rev. 
James M. Sadd. The organization celebrated its semi-centennial in the autumn of 
1882. (The Methodist Episcopal Church was organized by the Rev. J. Bowman in this 
house in the year 1858.) This view was taken by Albert Anthony, artist, August 17, 
1891, preparatory to building a new church." 

During the years of 1893-18% and in the ministry of Rev. James Lafferty, the 
present church was erected. The Rev. Mr. Lafferty preached the last sermon in the 
old log house and the first in the new house. The old house had a partition through 
the center running from in front of the pulpit to the back of the house. As was the 
custom, the men sat on one side of the partition while the women and children took 
the other. 

CONRAD INVOLVEMENT IN THE CHURCH 

The Whitewater Presbyterian Church was organized June 24, 1832 by Rev. J.M. 
Sadd. The organization was effected by a meeting held under a tree on the bank of 
Whitewater creek, from which it takes its name. The Indians are said to have named 
the stream Whitewater because white men settled along its banks. This meeting was 
held on the old Farmington-Jackson road approximately one mile east from Heitman's 
Mill. Thirteen persons presented themselves at this meeting and were received by 

Rev. Sadd and Mr. Alexander Boyd. . . j 

Mathias BOLLINGER and Peter STATER were chosen as ruling elders of this body 
and were ordained immediately. Having no house of worship they met at the homes 
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the members. Later a house, which had been used as a distillery, was used as a 
e of worship by the new church organization. Not only was the regular service of 
hip conducted in this house, but the school as well, for these were the days when 
church carried on its own program of education. 

June 7, 1834, Mr. David Rudolph CONRAD was made an elder and his service in 
office continued for over half a century. The need for a house of worship was 
nt; so Mr. D.R. CONRAD gave five acres of land about eight miles east of the 
e of organization on which to build a church and lay out a cemetery. In 1842, 
ten years after the organization of the church, a log house was built on this site. 
The first grave in the cemetery was that of Peter CONRAD, father of David 
Jph CONRAD. Born 16 Sep 1782 Lincoln CO., NC died 12 Aug 1843. 

During the Civil War there was only an occasional sermon. On June 10, 1916, 
. Peter R. CONRAD died, having served as an elder for 23 years. He was the son of 
lator David Rudolph CONRAD who was an elder for 56 years. The combined years 
service for father and son in the eldership is 79 years. The present church building 
two of its stained glass windows dedicated to CONRADS. One reads: In memory 
David R. CONRAD, Elder, Charter Member, who served on Session from 1834to 
3, which is the date of his death. The other reads: In memory of Peter R. 
■I'JRAD, Elder, who served from 1893 to 1916, the date of his death. 



REV. E.P. KEACH AND FAMILY 

Rev. Keach served the Whitewater Presbyterian Church 1876 - 1884 and 1887-1889 
again 1909-1910. 
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FIRST KNOWN WRITTEN HISTORY OF THE CONRAD FAMILY 

Items from a letter to Cousin Rissa from great-great Uncle George - written at Crinnell, Iowa, April 3, 1905. 

Peter and Jacob CONRAD came from Germany to North Carolina. Neither of them was married. They both 
went into the army and fought through the most of the hardest battles. At close of war Peter came to Lincoln 
County, North Carolina. Jacob went to Pennsylvania. Peter married, had one son, his wife died. After a time he 
married again, had two sons, Peter and Jacob. Peter, you must mind was my father. Their mother died when 
they were quite small. Father was raised by his grandfather. In a short time he married a third time. To that 
marriage came Rebecca, Ephraim, John and Elizabeth. 

North Carolina was rather well settled by four nationalities: English, Irish, Scotch and Dutch. That is, 
Lincoln, Iredel and Bunsome Counties. Most of mother's folks were from Lincoln County. There were a great 
many slaves in those counties. The soil was rocky and very, very poor, so much so that slave labor was not 
profitable. What land there was that had been good was worn out by raising corn and cotton. Between the years 
1810 and 1820 there were hundreds, yes, I guess thousands, who left the state. Those who had many slaves went 
to Alabama. Others who had few slaves went to Tennessee, and some to Missouri. The English and the Irish who 
had most of the slaves. The Dutch had but few and did not like slavery so well. In the immigration up to 1820 
all of father's brothers and sisters moved to Missouri except his oldest half-brother. The distance they had to 
travel was 700 miles. In 1809 or 1810 father married Sarah ABERNATFfY. Ffer father died when she was quite 
small. She had five brothers and three sisters living. When her father died he left a good farm (for that country) 
cattle, horses, sheep and hogs, one colored woman, one colored boy not ten years old. That summer seven of 
the cows took what they called yellow water and died. Their dog went mad, bit one horse and nine dogs. All 
took hydrophobia and died. Sheep sold for a dollar a head and corn was two dollars a bushel. She sold seven 
teather beds and other things out of the house to keep the family alive the first year after grandfather's death. 
The crop they cultivated entirely by hand. There were five older than mother. The ABERNATHIES were part 
Irish, part Scotch and a very little Indian, although the most of them denied the Indian part. Taking them as a 
whole, they were of the Methodist faith. The CONRADS were raised Presbyterian in theory of belief but in 
practice were nothing. What I stated about Presbyterians will apply to those in after years in Missouri. Eather's 
half-brother Daniel, the oldest of all, was a devoted Christian, elder in the church all his days and trained his 
children as well Always in some puhilic business, went to the legislature a number of times. Eather learned the 
carpenter trade under him. 

Grandmother's maiden name was FORNEY. They were wealthy, well educated people. Daniel EORNEY 
(mother's cousin) was elected to Congress a number of years and was well fitted for the place. One of her 
cousins married a judge of the Circuit Court and stood high as such. 

Father went to school but little, could read nothing, could scarcely write his own name but no other man's 
name on earth. Mother could read in the Bible but that was all until she was over forty years old. So when they 
were married they had no property and no education. Father was as good a carpenter as there was in the 
country. He did all kinds of work besides general house carpentering. He made cupboards, bureaus, bedsteads, 
tables, stands and mantlepieces, veneered with white wood all kinds of flowers and fancy work. So that he was 
with the aristrocrats the most of the time over ten years. He heard their talk and discuss on politics and having a 
good memory but few dared to tackle him on politics in after years. 

Names of the childrne born in North Carolina: 

David R. b Feb 5, 1811 d Nov. 24, 1890 
Elizabeth b. Oct 12, 1812 d Jan. 15, 1901 
Jacob E. b June 3, 1814 d May 6, 1896 
William b Mar. 21, 1817 d Jan. 29, 1905 

After it was settled that Missouri should be a slave state, in 1820, two of mother's brothers and one sister, 
having slaves, and perhaps 80 or 90 of her distant relatives concluded to leave North Carolina and move to 
Missouri. So by their persuasion father agreed to join the company. March 1, 1820, nineteen families were ready 
and started on their journey of seven weeks. Perry County was their point. Perry County you see on the north is 
bounded by the Mississippi River, Cape Girardeau and Bollinger on the south. The streams in Perry County were 
Apple Creek, south of that was Whitewater, Little Whitewater, Castor and Crooked Creek running southeast. All 
timber, hilly and a good deal rocky. Most places springs in abundance. Every acre had to be cleared. The 
bottom land was generally good. The upland not so good and would wear out sooner. As a whole it was mostly 
ahead of North Carolina, so much better that none ever went back to stay, though it does not compare with 
Minnesota or Iowa. The whole, I guess, over 150 reached Missouri safely in seven weeks. Mothers relatives, 
except two, one sister and a nephew, settled in southeast Perry County. All of father's relatives were living in 
Cape Girardeau and Bollinger Counties. He and mother's two relatives (who moved in the same wagon he did 
and tented together) went south twenty miles to his uncle's, where he rented land and raised enough to keep the 
family that year. 

In the Bible I find written Sept. 16, 1820 George was born. During that winter George KIBLER, Aunt 
Rebecca's husband died. March 1821 father rented her farm and stayed on it two years. No school anywhere in 
reach. They rented another farm one year with the expectation of buying, but Feb. 1, 1823 he was told that he 
had to give possession in one month. So he came to Uncle Jacob's, found a place joining his, put up a log 
house not hughed and on March 1, 1823 moved into the house we lived in ever after. When we moved into the 
house there was no chimney or floor. Mother cut down the hazelbrush in the center of the house to build a fire 
to get dinner. We had no chimney until October. Father, David and Jake had all they could do to make rails, 
clear land and make fence and raise a crop to live on the next winter. He did it. There were plenty of acorns for 
the hogs. Three cows did well. Some deer and lots of wild turkeys, all the hickory nuts, hazelnuts, grapes and 
walnuts we wanted. 
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I should have stated that in the fall of 1823 an old stump of an Irishman came along and finding an old 
deserted house three miles away, took up school to teach spelling, reading, writing and arithmetic. Father sent 
four 1 had three spelling books, one Testament and could get no other in less than twenty miles and they had 
“end mos, oHhe'time » Philadelphia fo, them. Spelling books cost 25 to 40 cents Testaments « 
was the only kind of a reader they had. He was a tough case. He made the black hickory talk. In the fall or 
winter of 1825 or 1826 the settlers most of the township got together and concluded to have a winter school. 
St a six-corner school house, had a five month school. David, Elizabeth, Jacob and William went nearly all the 
dme Jacob said he liked that school a great deal better than he did the one before. For then he was old enough 
to wear pants. When he went to the first school he had only one garment He could ^ ^ 
the girls as well but to start to get an education or become a wise man in that kind of a p ight did not have the 
dghf kind of jingle But in after years the girls made so much fun of him when they recollected that he used to 
bfsu^h a Sty Ihtle fellow running around in his shirttail that it did not injure him after a I. Jacob was always 
liked in school but was tricky, always in something that others were not expecting got into trouble but was a 

^’^'^^DltidS^thfowSorthr/amily. He went to school enough to get through the arithmetic. Married when 
22 In his 24th year was elected justice of the peace, held the office 28 years, did all the legal business in that 
part of the county, was probate judge, then elected to the State Senate two terms, four years each. His wife and 

three^chddmn d^ed^ ^ married at seventeen, her husband was 34 had three children. 

My Uncle Jacob when we moved out on the place had five children living. One daughter about ten vears of age 
really the best of the two families. She took the dropsy. They got a doctor after she was not able to go to schooL 
TheLctor said she had the dropsy and that it was impossible for her to get over it and that she could but a 
few weeks. When her sister and four of father's children came home rom school that evening she met thern a 
the door with tears running down her cheeks: "I have to die soon and I do not know what to do! That word or 
wLsTalled Ll to thinking and never got out of their minds all of their days. Not one of them had every really 
thought that they had any preparation to make for death individually. I think not one had ever heard a sermon 
or been S a religious meeting of any kind. There was a Dunker, a Universalist in the settlement occassionally. 
Uncle Jacob was a Deist. Aunt Sarah was nothing. Right here came in the benefit of having no book but 
Testaments as readers in school. Both families began to read that to find what they had to do to prepare for 
death That was in their minds continually. In S.S. years after is was a great advantage. Six or 
that a Presbyterian minister was sent out by the Home Missionary Society and 

say 1 have to die and I don't know what to do, were converted and was true to till the day of their death^ 

After Jacob's conversion he was anxious to do something to teach the world what to do to prepare for death. 

In 1834 he heard of Marion College in Marion County, Missouri, where a man could support himself arid go to 
school In April 1, 1836 he started, had a little over thirty dollars. He tended twelve acres of corn and worked by 
the day and studied till fall. During the summer a mob raised and drove Dr. Nelson out of the state on account 
of his abolition He settled near Quincy, Illinois and called the school Mission Institute. Jacob came 

home in the falUnd with his horse, saddle and saddlebags started for Mission Institute. That winter he had to 
build a house and keep up with his classes. In the year 1839 or 1840 he came home. Sister Clarissa and a 
cou^n that was a twin sister of the one that died made arrangements to go back with him. The second winter the 
cousin died lacob and Clarissa stayed till the fall of '43. In October father died. 1 and mother were eft on the 
farm I had the billious fever but arranged for mother to live wit brother William, and I went to the Institute in 
Feb. 27 1844. 1 had a horse, saddle and saddlebags and seventeen dollars. That summer Clarissa was with us. 

In Sentember she and Hunt were married. That left Jacob and I alone one year. , i 

Jacob was through and went colportering. He was then engaged to Therina BRACKWAY. He rented a ''oorTi 
for her I rented a room. Two years he studied at Lanes Seminary. After they were married I was alone unhl 
1841 then my health failed. I had been studying seven years, learned a ittle. I had to stop study. I got 
married Taking it all in all, we both had a crooked and tough road to travel, but neither of us found i out till 
we were through Jacob and Therina went to Warsaw, Indiana, in a one horse buggy, what year do not 
recollect. They stayed here till Therina death. Sometime after he and your mother were married moved to 

^'""SiaiT htf been justice of the peace and probate judge a number of years in Perry County^ 
Martha's husband was a Methodist and a fine man. Went to the State Senate two years. I tell you whether 
boasting or not wherever you find a CONRAD of our stock man or woman, they are in the lead morally or 
mentally. They'do come in ahead. Your need not be ashamed of your relations. I have never said it before nor 
would I say it now to anyone else, but it is true. 

The^Peter mentioned in the first paragraph is Rudolph CONRAD, 

CONRAD who came to Missouri in 1820. 


Revolutionary Soldier, the father of Peter 


Dorothy Krueger 
2020 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
Anyone wishing to join DAR may use my National Number 483366. I descend through John Calvin CONRAD - 

son of Daivd Rudolph CONRAD. . r d.. ri 

I do hereby certify that the 6 pages of this letter are a copy of the letter that was in the possession of Pea 
CONRAD, now deceased. The letter has been lost since her death. This is an exact copy of the original letter 

copied by me. 
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PETER CONRAD 

FOUNDER OF THE CONRADS IN AMERICA 

b circa 1710-1720 
Prussia (now Germany) 
d circa 1790-1800 


o ^ roMRAn Patriarch of the CONRAD family in America was of ancient Prussian 
r ^ H^was elated here and learned the weaving trade. While still a young 
lineage. He his two sons Jacob and Rudolph. He originally 

LUDWIG. 
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JETZT GEHEN WIR NACH AMERIKA 

Why did Peter decide to come to America? Did he see the unrest and coming of 
:he "Seven Years War" involving every nation in Europe? The war also extended to 
America and India. (In America, it was called the French and Indian War.) Prussia 
and Austria wanted control of Germany; Prussia and England were against Austria and 
France. When it was over, Prussia became leader of the German States and England 
had driven the French out of North America. 

George II became King of England. William Pitt was making a name for himself; 
he was largely responsible for Great Britain's success in building colonies, of which the 
13 American Colonies were the most important at that time. 

Did Great Britain offer passage or land to people hoping to bring settlers to their 
colonies for the purpose of heavy taxation? What happened to Mrs. CONRAD? Did 
she perhaps die of one of the many diseases sweeping Europe through the 18th 
Century? Did she die in childbirth? Or maybe she just wanted to stay in Europe with 
very small children. Did our Peter go back to Europe? We do not think so. Peter was 
a young man with two small sons in 1750 when he came to America. Did he remarry? 
Does he, somewhere, have children, grandchildren, etc. from a second marriage? 
Perhaps in Pennsylvania or North Carolina. 

Family genealogists are working on our many questions at this time. As for now 
we are only questioning. 


JACOB CONRAD 

PERHAPS FIRST CHILD 
OF 

PETER CONRAD 



Ck-rman 


JACOB CONRAD came to America at an early age with his father and brother. Jacob 
and his brother Rudolph, left Harrisburg, Pennsylvania and went to Lincointon, North 
Carolina to serve as soldiers in the Revolutionary War. Jacob must have returned to 
Pennsylvania after the war as accounts show that he settled in Harrisburg or Pittsburg 

and remained in Pennsylvania all his life. 

We leave Jacob here. We have no other information at this time. Perhaps 
another CONRAD, at another time, will research his descendents. 
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RUDOLPH CONRAD 

PERHAPS SECOND CHILD 
OF 

PETER CONRAD (FROM EUROPE) 



Rudolph CONRAD, along with his brother Jacob, left their neighborhood of Harrisburg 
Pennsylvania and went to Lincointon, North Carolina during the Revolutionary War. 
Rudolph was made Capt. in 1775. Both were soldiers in the war and probably 

witnessed the battle of Cowpens, accounts of which have been handed down to the 

children of the third and fourth generation; how the men rode two by two to battle 

under the gallant General Greene. Rudolph married three times. His first wife was 

Cartrout SCHUFORD who bore him one child, Daniel. His second wife was Anna 
Maria SCHELL, who bore him five children; Peter, Jacob Lewis, Mary (KLINE), Susan 
(BUMGARTEN), and Charlotte (PLOTT). His third marriage was to Christina 
STOCKINGER, and their four children were: John Lewis, Ephraim, Rebecca and 
Elizabeth. Rudolph remained in North Carolina the rest of his life. It is believed that 
he first purchased land in 1772. He was born circa 1740-1745 and died circa 
1802-1803. 

BATTLE OF COWPENS 

In December 1780 Gen. Nathanael Greene replaced Gen. Gates in Charlotte, N.C. 
taking command of 1,482 troops listed as "fit and ready". They appeared to Greene 
"wretched beyond description". Greene set to work. 

Greene choose Co. Wm. R. Davie also Van Steuben and Henry Lee "Light-House 
Harry" as men to help him. Then in the face of Cornwallis's 3,200 men, Greene 
divided the American forces. He had his reasons. Both parts of his army could more 
easily eat off the land and each part could move swiftly. In the first week of 1781 
Morgan's men struck the post of Ninety-Six in western S.C. Killing 150 loyalists and 
taking 40 prisoners — Cornwallis divided his forces into three groups, the third group 
under the terrible "Bloody Tarleton" to push Morgan and push he did to the Cowpens 
developing a classic struggle between villainy and virtue. The date Jan 17, 1781. The 
British set out for battle at 3 a m., Mrogan's men ate a solid breakfast. The over 
confident Tarleton, sure of victory, encouraged his men in a pell-mell charge against 
stubborn, brave, well-ordered Americans. The British were slammed on all sides. 
They then faltered, broke and fled. Tarleton escaped leaving behind 900 British killed, 
wounded or captured, about nine-tenths of his whole force. Only 12 Americans died 
at Cowpens. Dan Morgan had inspired the people, now Greene could unite his forces 
and he conducted a quick-hand campaign —one that led directly to Yorktown. 
Cornwallis led a country dance. 

The like was never seen, sir 
Much retrograde and much advance 
And all with General Greene, Sir. 


38 




MARRIAGES AND CHILDREN 
OF 

RUDOLPH CONRAD 
CAPT. IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
PERHAPS SECOND SON OF PETER CONRAD (FROM EUROPE) 

Rudolph m(1) Cartrout SCHUFORD 

who ci ca 1778 dau. of Johannes SCHUFORD and Mary Clare 
CONRAD buried SCHUFORD Cem., Lincoln, N.C. 

Rudolph-1 

Daniel CONRAD 

who is bur at Grace Luth Chur S.W. of Newton, NC. He m Hannah 
MARTIN and had two sons David and Logan who went to Indiana in 
the 1830's. He also had two daughters, one of whom m in 1820. 

Rudolph m(2) Anna Maria ''Mary" SCHELL 

who was b 3 or 30 Apr 1750 and d ca 1788. dau of Johannas Casper 
SCHELL who was b 1722 and m ca 1749 to Anna Catherine Gertrude 
BOTTIN dau of Johannes BOTTIN. 

RudoIph-2 

Peter CONRAD 

who m 10 Mar 1810 Sarah "Sally" ABERNATHY more information 
follows. 

Rudolph-3 

Jacob Lewis CONRAD 

who m Selma BOLLINGER more information follows. 

Rudolph-4 

Mary CONRAD who m David KLINE 

Rudolph-5 

Susan CONRAD who m Arron BAUMGARTEN 
RudoIph-6 

Charlotte CONRAD who m Elias PLOTT 
Rudolph m[3) Christina STOCKINGER 

on 6 Jul 1792. She was b 1767 and d 16 May 1840. 

Rudolph-7 

John Lewis CONRAD who m Rachel (SCHELL) GROUNDS 
RudoIph-8 

Ephraim CONRAD 
Rudolph-9 

Rebecca CONRAD who m George KIBLER who d in 1821 

Rudolph-10 

Elizabeth CONRAD d at age 22 never m b 1803 d 20 Oct 1825 
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THE TALE OF THREE WIVES 


I (Mary O'Neal) heard my father tell this story to my sister Rhoda and my 
brothers. 1 was not old enough to catch the meaning of the story at the time. Later, 
when I heard it, I thought "Oh! what kind of a fellow was Rudolph?." 

The story was told by Rudolph CONRAD about his three wives; Cartrout 
SHUFORD, Anna Maria SCHELL and Christina STOCKINGER. 


His first wife. CclPtrOUt SCHUFORD, 
His^Kond wire, Anna Maria SCHELL, 
third Christina STOCKINGER. 

was from the Devil. 



Later, as I have reviewed the story and thought 
about how he had classified them, the most likely 
explanation was that Cartrout was young, ready and 
willing to serve and please. Hence, from God. 

Anna Maria was a bit older and more able to 
make judgments, manage people and a household. 
She was "down to earth" and practical, so she was 
from man. 

Christina knew that she didn't understand him in 
his old age and both were probably short of patience. 
She probably did not understand some of his doings, 
thinking, etc., so she was from the Devil. 

Mary O'Neal Kirton 
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Rudolph CONRAD was fluent in writing both German and English. Ruth Mary 
MAPLES of Amarillo, Texas, has made three trips to North Carolina researching her 
:amily lines and discovered many wills and other documents written and often 
witnessed by Rudolph CONRAD. His friends and neighbors, a day's horseback ride 
away, when needing a will or other document written in English would seek his help. 

Note the style of writing and signatures on the above will of Henry BOLLINGER as 
an example. 


August 13th, 1774 
Salisbury, N.C. 
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PETER RUDOLPH CONRAD 

SON OF 

CAPT. RUDOLPH CONRAD (FROM EUROPE) 
and ANNA MARIA SCHELL 



Peter Rudolph CONRAD was born 16 Sep 1782 in Lincoln county, North Carolina. 
He was raised there and was a carpenter and cabinet maker by trade. He had been 
apprenticed to a worker in this craft when a boy, being bound out for many years as 
was the custom of the time. He was married on the 10th of March 1810 to Sarah 
"Sally" ABERNATHY in his native state. She was born 21 Mar 1789 of Scotch 
extraction and was a native of North Carolina. Peter's mother belonged to the old 
SCHELL family. 

In 1820, Peter moved to Missouri and located in Cape Girardeau county, but in 
1823, he moved to Perry County and settled on a farm, which he managed. It is said 
that he came to Marble Hill, MO and settled near a relative who gave him five acres 
of land planted in corn. He also worked at his trade while living in Perry County. 
Peter was very poor upon his arrival in the county, but before he died, had 
accumulated a fair competence and a comfortable home. He died on 12 Aug 1843. 
Sarah died on 26 Jan 1847. Both are buried at the Whitewater Presb. Church 
cemetery, Peter's being the first grave in the new cemetery. Peter and Sarah had 
seven children. They are; David Rudolph, Elizabeth, Jacob, William, Clarissa, George 
and Martha. 












CHILDREN OF PETER RUDOLPH CONRAD 

SON OF 

CAPT. RUDOLPH CONRAD (FROM EUROPE) 


Peter-1 David Rudolph CONRAD 

b 5 Feb 1811 Lincoln Co. North Carolina, d 24 Nov 1890 Alliance, 
MO. m 14 Mar 1833 Mary (Polly) BOLLINGER b 3 Feb 1817 Cape 
Girardeau District, Upper Louisiana Territory, d 11 Sep 1881 Lixville, 
Bollinger Co. MO 


Peter-2 Elizabeth CONRAD 

b 25 Oct 1812 Lincoln Co. North Carolina, d 15 Jan 1901 m 15 Feb 
1830 Joseph Baughman MILLER 


Peter-3 Jacob Elihu CONRAD 

b 7 Apr 1814 Lincoln Co. North Carolina, m Eleanor Margaret 
SLAGLE 


Peter-4 William CONRAD 

b 21 Mar 1817 Lincoln Co. North Carolina, d 29 Jan 1905 m (1) 27 
Feb 1840 Elizabeth Jane BURNS m (2) 3 Jul 1881 Mary MARTIN 


Peter-5 Clarissa A. CONRAD 

b 1 Jul 1818 Lincoln Co. North Carolina, d 1896. m Dr. Winslow 
HUNT 


Peter-6 George CONRAD 

b 15 Sep 1820 Cape Girardeau, MO d 15 Mar 1912. m 1850 Lucretia 
SHIPMAN 


Peter-7 Mary Martha CONRAD 

b 14 May 1823 Cape Girardeau, MO d 3 Mar 1898. m 1 May 1843 
William J. BOWMAN 
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DAVID RUDOLPH CONRAD 


1st Child of 

Peter CONRAD and Sarah ABERNATHY 





D David Rudolph CONRAD b 5 Feb 1811 Lincoln Co. NC d 24 Nov 1890 

Alliance, MO m 14 Mary 1833 Mary "Polly" BOLLINGER b 3 Feb 1817 
Cape Girardeau District, Upper Louisiana Territory, d 11 Sep 1881 
Lixville, Bollinger Co., MO. David, Mary and Sarah were charter 
members of the Whitewater Presbyterian Church organized near 
Heitman's Mill on the banks of Big Whitewater River in 1832. All four 
are buried there. David learned the carpenters trade and bought 
Frederick SLINKARD's Spanish Land Grant, US Survey #801 of 640 acres 
that same year they were married. During the Civil War, he was 
captured by Confederate forces and held prisoner about two months 
until released by a prisoner exchange agreement. He owned at one time 
1,140 acres of land. 
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DAVID RUDOLPH CONRAD 


MARY [POLLY] BOLLINGER 

Wife of 

David Rudolph CONRAD 



Mary (Polly) BOLLINGER b 3 Feb 1817 Cape Girardeau District upper 
Louisiana territory d 11 Sep 1881. David and Mary had a large family of 
13 children. 


Marv BOLLINGER was the first born of Moses BOLLINGER b 1794 Lincoln Co. N.C d 
Aug^853 ml) 1813 Elizabeth STATLER d 1838 m2) 2 Dec 1841 Polly STATLER. Othe 

MatMas ^^^2 Oct 1893 m 22 Jun 1827 Belinda HAHN b 9 May 1819 d 20 Jan 19' 
Joseph BOLLINGER b 1819 d 9 May 1901 ml) 9 Aug 1838 Senith BROWN m2) 28 De 
1843 Priscilla BOLLINGER b 24 Jan 1825 d 6 Feb 1898 

Peter BOLLINGER b 9 Oct 1821 d 11 Feb 1897 ml) 17 Apr 1843 Julian KIRKPATRK 
m2) Martha Jan CLODFELTER 

Priscilla BOLLINGER b 1824 m 7 Sep 1848 Ephraim HAHN b 4 Jun 1828 
John A. BOLLINGER b 30 May 1828 m 19 Mar 1848 Mary Magdalena HAHN b 19 Ju 


Frances BOLLINGER b 1832 ml) WHYBARK m2) Fredrick Krouse 
Elizabeth BOLLINGER b 1840 
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DAVID RUDOLPH CONRAD 


David Rudolph CONRAD, one of the most prominent citizens of Bollinger County, Missouri, was born in 
--::ln County, North Carolina, February 5, 1811 and moved with his father to Cape Girardeau County (now 
a; nger County) in 1820 at the age of 10 years. They resided for two years on Crooked Creek, two miles below 
—'ewille. They then moved to a permanent settlement on Apple Creek, in Perry County where David's father 
3ec David secured his education by studying at night while learning the carpenter's trade. Having worked at 
-rade a number of years, in 1833 he bought a Spanish grant which had been confirmed to Frederick SLINKARD 
^ Big Whitewater Creek, Bollinger County, survey # 801. The same year he was united in marriage to Mary 
5*. -^INCER, of Cape Girardeau County. Records indicate that he purchased his six hundred and forty acre farm 
■>=^‘:ce his marriage. 

During his years in Bollinger County, his fellow citizens held him in high esteem. They showed their 
*?creviation of his abilities and lofty character by bestowing many honors on him. For eight years he was Justice 
3- —■? Peace and was County Judge from 1852 until 1861. Following the end of the Civil War, Judge CONRAD 
elected for a term of four years to represent Bollinger, Cape Girardeau and Perry Counties in the State Senate 
3 ssouri in Jefferson City. 

^litically, Mr. CONRAD was a staunch Republican and was one of the leading men in the so-called "Radical 
*ec*-blican" wing of the party in his senatorial district. He was urged to enter the race for the United States 
but decided against it and supported Thomas Hart BENTON for the seat. It was said by family members 
T.£r s‘.r. BENTON was entertained as a guest at the CONRAD farm during the senatorial campaign in 1870. 

During the turbulent Civil War years. Southeast Missouri, like other sections of the state, was intermittently 
ive^.^n by forces of the Confederacy or the opposing Union armies, and/or marauding gangs of guerilla raiders of 
sides of the conflict. Family stories tell of how Mr. CONRAD was captured in 1861 and held prisoner for 
accruimately two months by forces under Colonel Jeff THOMPSON, the noted Confederate who was operating in 
rw i-ea in conjunction with General Sterling PRICE'S campaign. Other accounts have it that he was captured in 
o\ a so-called "Copperhead" southern guerilla band. In any event, he was finally allowed to return home 
jrce' terms of a prisoner exchange agreement. His sons Peter, Jacob and John were in the Union Army. 

David Rudolph CONRAD was truly the "architect of his own fortune," and following the end of the war, he 
aecane a very successful and prosperous farmer. At one time he owned 1,140 acres of good farm land and after 
H3I liberal gifts and transfers to his children, he still had a fine farm of more than 500 acres, a part of the 
a-E.-il Spanish Grant, on Big Whitewater creek. 

sv and Mrs. CONRAD had a large family of thirteen children, all of whom lived to maturity, and eight who 
ripe old ages ranging from 70 to 90 years. 

"he children in order of their birth were Peter Rudolph, born 1834; Jacob Jonas, born 1836; Moses, born 
■*:< Elizabeth, born 1839; John Calvin, born 1842; Sarah, born 1844; Nehmiah Joseph, born 1846; Priscilla, born 
Clarissa, born 1849; George Elihu, born 1852, Benton Copius, born 1854; Frances Jane, born 1857; and 
e. Elisha, born 1859. 

David R. CONRAD was a charter member of the Whitewater Presbyterian Church when it was organized in 
He maintained his membership and served the church as an Elder until his death, November 24, 1890. He 
r jried in the church cemetery which is part of the five acre tract of land he gave to the church in 1834 as an 
on site for a house of worship. His wife who preceded him in death by approximately ten years, is also 
aj'-ro in the family plot. 

I David Rudolph CONRAD 

I-^-PR Peter Rudolph CONRAD b 23 Jan 1834 
r-2-IJ Jacob Jonas CONRAD b 2 Dec 1835 

>3-MO Moses CONRAD b 12 Jan 1838 

0-4-EL Elizabeth CONRAD b 29 Oct 1839 
Z3-S-JC John Calvin b 5 Eeb 1842 

D-6-SA Sarah CONRAD b 26 Mar 1844 


D-“-NJ Nehemiah Joseph CONRAD b 12 Aug 1846 
D^PR Priscilla CONRAD b 30 Aug 1847 
D-9-CI Clara (Clarisa) CONRAD b 8 Nov 1849 
D-10-GE George Elihu CONRAD b 22 Mar 1852 
3-11-BC Benton Capius 14 May 1854 
0-’2-EJ Frances Jane CONRAD GIDEON b 25 Jan 1857 
>’3-DE Daniel Elisha CONRAD b 27 Feb 1859 


David Rudolph was 22 years of age and Mary BOLLINGER was 16 years of age at 
tTxr time of their marriage. Their first child was born when Mary was 17 years of age, 
De' last child when she was 42 years of age. A child was born approximately every 2 
■•ears for 25 years. 


49 


DAVID RUDOLPH CONRAD 



family RECORD 


BIRTHS 


births. 


This Bible is in terrible condition as j 
William's second wife Mary tried to 
burn it but it was saved by a 
member of the family. 

I will list the children as they appear 
I in the Bible, but these photo copies, 
didn't come out so clear. It was the 
best 1 could get as the man worked 
and worked to get it better. 

David Rudolph CONRAD was born 
February 5, 1811 

Elizabeth CONRAD was born Octo¬ 
ber 25, 1812 

Jacob Elihu CONRAD was born April 
7, 1814 

William CONRAD was born March 
21, 1817 

Clary Conrad was born Sept. 1, 1818 
George CONRAD was born Sept. 16, 
1820 

Mary Martha CONRAD was born 
I May 14, 1823 
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DAVID RUDOLPH CONRAD 



Re-Construction Period Politics 

Letter to David R. CONRAD from James McWILLIAMS urging him to become the 
candidate of the Radical Republican Party for the office of State Senate Aucust 21, 
1866. 
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•Mr. CONRAD had apparently been appointed to serve in the Senate for a session 
»»hich was held in 1866. In a letter from Jefferson City to his wife, January 3, 1866, he 
mentions a conversation he has had with the Governor and states that the Senate has 
been organized but that the House has not done so as of that date. 
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DAVID RUDOLPH CONRAD 


Letter from David R. CONRAD to Mary (BOLLINGER) CONRAD 

January 3, 1866 
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DAVID RUDOLPH CONRAD 
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COPY 


Jefferson City, Jan 3rd, 1866 

Dear wife, I will now inform you that I arrived safe here Tuesday evening at about four o'clock. The down 
KM) on Monday evening ran off the track, that is, one of the cars did and it is said killed the conductor. My 
teilth is better than it was when I left home though I am not quite well yet. I conversed with the governor last 
• 2 ^ he is quite a pleasant man to converse with and is quite anxious to be elected to the United State Senate. 

* id not say any thing to him about Bollinger County affairs. If Jacob wants me to say anything to adgetant 
ierteral Simpson about payrolls, if he will get the papers sent to Captain JOHNSON I will see what I can do. I 
mta write to you shortly again, no preventing providence. I want you to write or get some of the family to write 
■trnediately on receipt of this letter and tell me all about things. I am paying five dollars a week for board. The 
Senate is organized. The house is not yet organized. When you write direct your letter Hon. David R. CONRAD, 
«s^son City, Mo. Senate. I believe I have nothing more of importance to write at present but will suscribe 
•N'selt, your remembering husband 

David R. CONRAD 

B Mary CONRAD 


•OTE-MR. CONRAD WAS IN JEFFERSON CITY TO ATTEND AN EMERGENCY SESSION OF THE MISSOURI 
tfCISLATURE WHICH HAD BEEN CALLED FOLLOWING THE END OF THE CIVIL WAR, NO REGULAR 
afCTlONS WERE HELD IN MISSOURI IN 1865 AND MR. CONRAD HAD APPARENTLY BEEN APPOINTED BY THE 
COS'ERNOR TO REPRESENT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI IN THE STATE SENATE. 



JJVES OF GREAT MEJV 

Lives of great men all remind us 
As their pages o’er we turn, 
That we’re apt to leave behind us 
Letters that we ought to burn. 

Anonymous 
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DAVID RUDOLPH CONRAD 


Letter from Mary (BOLLINGER) CONRAD to David R. CONRAD February 12, 1870 
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DAVID RUDOLPH CONRAD 
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TRUE COPY 


Febu. 12th 1870 
Mr. David CONRAD 


“^l'lh?mining trying to write you a few lines to let you know that we are all tolerably well at this J h^s 
aco4d I was almost sick with it. Johns baby is almost sick with the cold Isaac he is the same way. ' [eceive 
«cr letter of the 24 and was glad to here that you as well as was. The girls and dora (?) are goin the quilti g 
«» DOLLE and Joseph BOLLINGER quilting and barn raising. John and George are gone to it to day^ Mr 
»h:TEN preach last night and to day and on till tomorrow, the boys saidf?) Mr DENNSON was ere _ 

OAEU expect to be there. Clarissa and Gale (?) (?) to Peters to night Mr. BRANCH 

tecae he preach last Sunday. I have not bin to preaching since you have left home and 1 J ' , 

»t» go. to day and yester are pleasant. I thot last evening that we would have ram^ ®i hHnp 

cooler. Benton and Daniel are hauling wood and I wand (?) send Daniel to the post ofes to y. 

■ a close, it now halve past ten o'clock, from your wife. S/Mary CONRAD 


So live, that when thy summons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan, which moves 
To that mysterious realm, where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death. 

Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night. 

Scourged to his dungeon, but, sustained and soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave 
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams. 

William Cullen Bryant 
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PETER RUDOLPH CONRAD 

1st Child of 

David Rudolph CONRAD and Mary (Polly) BOLLINGER 



(PUji/r Pi, 4}(nvruoi‘ 


PR Peter R Conrad traces his ancestry in a direct line back to the revolution. He is 

the son of David son of Peter, son of Rudolph, son of Peter, who probably came to 
America from Prussia about 1750. Peter was educated in the county schools and at 
home He had the advantage of the instruction of his parents both 

II w /-atorl 3 nfl riiltured Peter spent nearly two years at Pleasant Hill Academy, 
nortpTof lackson He lived with his father until he was age twenty-six years, this being 

ESSSr a ar r ei^^r ‘ 

h“gre1rg?ntohVrS helped"to an^Tndependrnt radon ,'°He served al sapper 

Lw Ich hTrd service and was present at the bombardnnent of Fort Henry. After 
v.iitiiro ao;,in rlaimed Mr CONRAD'S attention. He then owned two 
‘h nd'l^eH and fo tv acres of )and one hundred of which is fine cleared land on White 
wTter Creek He^"^ livestock, including a sntall herd of sheep. A 

larpp fruit orchard on one of the most valuable sections of his farm. 
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PETER R. CONRAD 


Mr. CONRAD did not permit his work to absorb all his attention. He was a man 
of broad culture and wide reading. Geology was one of his favorite studies and he has 
studied the geological formation of the region with which he is thoroughly familiar. 
He was famed as a collector of minerals and Indian implements, as well as other 
curios. His collection of stone implements used by the Indians was one of the finest 
private collections in the state. 

Mr. CONRAD has been twice married. His first wife was Anna NUGENT, 
daughter of John H. NUGENT, of West Virginia. Their marriage took place May, 1860, 
and the union lasted until Mrs. CONRAD'S death, twenty-one years afterward. 

As indicated above, Peter R. CONRAD was married a second time, March 18, 
1886 to a Miss Emma GRIFFITH. 

Mr. CONRAD was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic. He was a 
member of the Republican political party of Lincoln, Grant and McKinley, and was an 
active member of the Whitewater Presbyterian Church where he served as an Elder 
until his death in 1916. He was buried in the church cemetary as were both wives and 
several of his children. 

INote: Above portion of biography of Peter R. CONRAD was taken from a "HISTORY 
OF SOUTHEAST MISSOURI" published by Robert Sidney Douglas A.B. LLB in 1912. 


GRANDMA’S RECIPE FOR 

DOING THE FAMILY WASH 

This is an authenic washday "receipt” 
in its original spelling as it was written 
out for a bride four generations ago: 


1. bild a fire in back yard to heet kettle 
of rain water. 

2. set tubs so smoke won’t blow in 
eyes if wind is pert. 

3. shave one hole cake lie soap in bilin 
water. 

4. sort things, make three piles. I pile 
white., I pile colored. I pile work britches 
and rags. 

5. stur flour in cold water to smooth, 
then thin down with bilin water. 

6. rub dirty spots on board, scrub 
hard, then bile. Rub cullord, but don’t 
bile - just rench and starch. 

7. take white things out of kettle with 
broom stick handle, then rench, blew, 
and starch. 

8. spred tee towels on grass. 

9. hang old rags on fence. 

10. pore rench water on flower bed. 

11. scrub porch with hot soapy water. 

12. turn tubs upside down. 

13. go put on cleen dress - smooth 
hair with side combs - brew cup of tee - 
set and rest and rock a spell and count 
blessins. 
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PETER R. CONRAD 





Peter R. CONRAD 






i 


Anna NUGENT 
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M 


MARY CONRAD 


Perhaps 4th Child of 

Capt. Rudolph CONRAD and Anna Maria SCHELL 
m David KLINE 


S SUSAN CONRAD 


Perhaps 5th Child of 

Capt. Rudolph CONRAD and Anna Maria SCHELL 
m Aaron BAUMGARTEN 

(Recent research believes Susan to be the daughter of Capt. Rudolph and neighbor, 
Suzanna DEAL, also a son Michael CONRAD was born to this union. If true. Miss 
DEAL would have been Capt. Rudolph's third wife and Miss STOCKINGER his fourth 
wife.) 



C CHARLOTTE CONRAD 


Perhaps 6th child of 

Capt. Rudolph CONRAD and Anna Maria SCHELL 
m Elias PLOTT 


R 


REBECCA CONRAD 


Perhaps 7th child of 
Capt. Rudolph CONRAD and Christina STOCKINGER^ 
m George KIBLER who d 1821 



E 


EPHRAIM R. CONRAD 


Perhaps 8th Child of 

Capt. Rudolph CONRAD and Christina STOCKINGER 


Taken from early Perry County marrlatje records: 

I certify that according to the due and presented order of the 
Evangelic Lutheran Church, Tennessee Synod, of which I am a 
member, that on the 15th day of Feb. A.D. 1630, at the dvjelllng 
house of Hr. Peter Conrad in Perry County and State of Missouri, 
before divers witnesses, I did solemnize the rites of matrimony 
between Hr. Joseph Miller and Miss Elizabeth Conrad, both single 
persons of the county and state aforesaid, and pronounced them 
to be man and wife. 

Given under my hand this February the 15th A.D. 1330. 

Signed: Ephraim R. Conrad 

Recorded marriage April 18, I 63 O - Fred C. llase, Clerk 


It is believed that Rev. Ephraim R. CONRAD was at one time a minister at Sargents 
Chapel near Sedgewickville, MO. 


Don't wait until the hearse hauls you to church. If you do — 

1. You will go, regardless of the weather. 

2. You will go, regardless of the condition of your body. 

3. You will go, regardless of how your family feels. 

4. The minister may say many good things, but they will do you no good. 

5. There will be beautiful flowers, but you won't enjoy them. 

6. There will be beautiful music, but you won't hear it. 

7. There will be heartfelt prayers, but they won't touch your heart. 

8. There will be friends and relatives there, but you won't worship with them. 

9. You will go, no matter how many hypocrites are there. 

10. You will go, no matter how much you are needed at home or at work. 

11. You will receive no blessings from the services. 

12. You won't feel concerned about your clothes. 

13. You will never have to decide about attending church again. 

Aren't you glad to be alive and well and full of zest and able to choose to go to 
church? — Walter Nuessle, Pastor, Port Orchard, UA 
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J JOHN LOUIS CONRAD 


Perhaps 9th Child of 

Capt. Rudolph CONRAD and Christina STOCKINGER 
m Rachel (SCHELL) GROUNDS 




E ELIZABETH CONRAD 


Perhaps 10th Child of 

Capt. Rudolph CONRAD and Christina STOCKINGER 
never m b 1803 d 20 Oct 1825 
at age 22 years 
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